1. You change into a patient gown.
2. Your vital signs will be checked (blood pressure, temperature, heart rate, breathing).
3. Blood will be drawn for lab work.
4. An intravenous line will be started.
5. You will be taken to the procedure room.
PROCEDURE:
1. The physician and the staff will discuss the procedure with you prior to the procedure. Ask any questions you have at this time. You will be asked to sign a consent form.
2. You will be asked to move onto the x-ray table. EKG patches will be placed on your chest. You will be placed on a heart and blood pressure monitor. If required for comfort, a sedative may be given.
3. The area over the biopsy site will be cleansed and covered with a sterile drape. The skin over the biopsy site will be numbed with a local anesthetic. A small, thin needle will be inserted into the biopsy area under x-ray guidance and a small piece of tissue withdrawn. More than one sample may be needed.
4. The tissue sample will be prepared for microscopic examination while you are still on the x-ray table. The pathologist (a doctor specializing in reading lab samples) will be present to look at the slides to ensure that an adequate tissue sample has been obtained.
5.
A band-aid will be placed over the skin at the biopsy site.
6. A chest x-ray will be taken after the biopsy is completed.
AFTER YOUR BIOPSY:
If you are an Outpatient...
After the biopsy is complete, you will be returned to the Cardiovascular Recovery Bay and be observed for about 4 hours. Your vital signs will be checked frequently.
You may have something to eat and drink.
The physician will see you and give you any other instructions you may need prior to discharge. Someone will need to drive you home and stay with you the first night.
